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Do You Hear What I Hear?        
   

     

    Have you ever watched the movie, Groundhog Day starring Bill 
    Murray (and  others)?  Very simply, the movie chronicles the  
    experiences of Bill Murray as a TV weatherman who finds he  
    must relive a single dayñFebruary 2, Groundhog Dayñ
repeatedly.  Though he tries many things in an attempt to escape the cycle, 
nothing works and each day he wakes to find that it is still February 2.  I 
wonõt give away the ending in case you want to see it, but suffice it to say 
that he does, eventually, make it to February 3, but with a significantly al-
tered state of mind.  I like this movie because it always asks me to consider 
how I use my time.  
 

How should we use our time?  That is a good question because it depends 
greatly upon our individual situations.  However, once we set aside the 
specifics of our family structures, our occupations, and our locations (there 
may be more), we find that what we should be doing with our time is 
pretty much the same for every person.  Where we run into a problem is 
when we decide that we do not want  to do what we need to do. 
 

When Jesus was asked to state the greatest commandment, he stated that 
we are to love God with all of our heart, mind, and strength, and we are to 
love our neighbor as ourselves.  John Wesley developed general rules for 
Methodists that state we are to do no harm, do all the good we can, and 
attend to the ordinances of God (stay in love with God).  While these are 
pretty loose with specifics, their intents remain the same: let nothing hin-
der us from loving each other as God loves us. 
 

Watching television, we should wonder what possibility exists for us to 
actually obey Godõs commandment.  There is so much negativity in our 
world.  Newscasters and commentators have learned that the best way to 
maintain high ratings with viewers is to create division (we are good/
smart/superior; they are bad/stupid/inferior).  It takes a considerable 
amount of humility to resist the pandering that forms the basis for much of 
the information that comes our way.  
 

So, what are we to do?  First, we must acknowledge that loving others as 
we love ourselves is next to impossible in our own strength.  Second, seek 
forgiveness for our failures and walk away from our old way of doing 
things.  Third, ask for Godõs help to know how to love all of our neighbors.   

(Continued on page 6) 
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OUR PRAYERS 
Lettie Britton, Mike Baker. Kylie Grace, Kristin Pen-

nington, Mable Hunt, Becky Lee, Bill Robinson, Sandy 

OôNeil, Ed James, Bob & Allene Scott, Margery Nagle, 

Martha & Lawrence Johnson, Kaithlyn Turner, Jody 

Raper, Mark Reckerd, Pat Summitt, Joyce Hamilton, 

Roberta Dockery, Keith Hickey, Sue Denton, Amanda 

Brummett, Glenn Rapking, Joe & Mindy Mahieu, Hugh 

Hickey, Frank Tweed, Mildred & John Oliverio, Ellie 

Robinette, The Moore family, Amanda Brummett, Emily 

Johnson, Mary Lunsford, Gary Witte, Kathy Millsaps, 

Jean Turner, Mya Belporro, Leon Harvey, Lucas Killen, 

Pat & Gary Cloud, Ken Kauffman, Bob Dalton, bullying 

in our schools, Don & Yolanda Culberson, Joe Penland, 

Nancy Byrum, Betty Hicks, Verna Funk, Walt Naylor, 

Sharon West, Jacob Dodd 

 

The families of Glen Jenkins Kennedy and Ray Frank. 

 

Our Active Military Personnel: 

Corey TaylorðAfghanistan  

Nathan GreenwoodðKings Bay, GA 

David HargettðFort Story, VA 

 

Those in Nursing Homes or Assisted Living: 

East TN HealthcareðKathryn Greenwood, Lena Ma-

jewski 

Wood Villageð Mable Houvenagle, Estelle Woodby,  

NHC FarragutðEdna Bonifacius 

Life Care of AthensðElizabeth Luscher 

Wellington Gardens, AthensðIda Wee Lovingood 
 

If you or someone you know needs to be on this list, 

please let us know.  We will gladly put them on.  If there 

is a name still on the list that can come off, please let us 

know that also.  

 

Please remember all of these listed above in your prayers, 

with cards, visits and phone calls.  You CAN make a differ-

ence in their lives and in the lives of their care-givers. 

We Support Our Church by: 

 
OUR GIFTS 

 

For January 
Sunday School: $ 151.00 

Worship: $ 16,367.90 

Other: $ 25.00 

Designated: $ 1,585.00   

Month Total (excluding designated): $ 16,543.90 
 

Building Fund : $ 9,665.00 

 

Memorial Fund: $ 355.00 
 

 

OUR AVERAGE PRESENCE 
 

For January 
Sunday Schoolð50 

Worshipð103 

Third Sunday Gatheringð3 
 

OUR COMMITMENTS  

 

For February 
 

 

Ushers:   February UMYF 
 

Greeters:  February Mary Margaret Mason 

         Carolynn Greenwood 
          

Lay Reader:  Feb 5th  Sam Grubb  

     Feb 12th  Sam Grubb 

     Feb 19th  Jerry Barr 

     Feb 26th  Jerry Barr 
      

Flowers:  Feb 5th  Communion 

     Feb 12th  John & Holley Johnson 

     Feb 19th  Barbara Pennington 

     Feb 26th   Lent 
      

Nursery:  Feb 5th  Kay Grubb 

         Cindy Hammitt 

     Feb 12th  Cindy Hammitt 

         Kathleen Cornett 

     Feb 19th  Lee Anne Strickland 

         Laurie McNeece 

     Feb 26th  Kathleen Cornett 

         Laurie McNeece 

 
 

Coffee Bar:  Emma Tate and Mary Margaret Mason are 

hosting the coffee bar this month.  Our thanks to Gabi 

and Mike Tallent for hosting for the month of January. 

    

 

WE CARE TEAM  
 

If you are a part of the H.O.P.E. Circle you may be 

called on this quarter for food if someone in our 

church has a need. 
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MISSION OPPORTUNTIES 
 

We have changed the format for our 

Mission Opportunity column.  We 

will highlight an opportunity each 

month and give you information 

about the organization/facility and 

its work. 
 

Box Tops for Education  allows you to 

help local schools without finding extra 

money in your budget.  Remove box 

tops from some of the groceries you pur-

chase and use them to generate cash for 

schools. Each Box Top collected is 

worth 10 cents to the school that receives it. Participat-

ing schools receive an average of $732 per year, for a 

total of $49 million annually. 
 

Bring your Box Top coupons to church and we will give 

them to a school that is participating in this program. 

 

UMYF  Wednesdays at 6 PM.  
  
All youth ages 11 thru 18 are invited to join with 

this group for study and fun.  If you are willing to 

provide dinner for them on Wednesday evenings, 

please call Carolynn Greenwood.  Phone 423-253

-5264 or e-mail: c.greenwood10@gmail.com 
 

January 13-15 was the annual trip to Resurrection with the 

youth, and it was a great trip again this year. We heard a dy-

namic speaker that really grabbed their attention, an awesome 

worship band that led them, and at night the conversations we 

had were awesome. We had a group of 16 adults and youth. 

Each youth had a prayer mentor for the weekend and on Sunday 

while leaving they each received a letter from them. They really 

appreciated the letters and were very happy about the way the 

trip turned out. 
 

February 21st is our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. This is a 

fundraising event for the youth for activities for the rest of the 

year. We are preparing a meal and serving it to the congregation. 

Come support your youth as they take a night to give back.  

There is no charge, but donations will be accepted to help with 

their mission trips and other projects. 

The Library CornerðBook Review 
 

ñTragedy in Tin Can Hollerò 

Review by: Freida Naylor 

 

ñTragedy in Tin Can Hollerò is a true and historical story, writ-

ten by the daughter, Rosetta Mowery, of her parents Eliza and 

Seig Mowery.  And, it is not a ñpleasantò read. 

This story takes place in our own backyard, Monroe, McMinn 

and Meigs Counties from the early 1900s to the end.  Itôs a story 

of poverty, deceit, abuse, dysfunctional family life, fraud, incest, 

and you name it ï none of which we would ever want to experi-

ence.  Unfortunately, however, it still happens to individuals 

today.   

Rosetta Mowery, courageously and with determination to find 

out the truth about her motherôs death, researches everything 

from court records, prison logs, letters, accounts of fraudulent 

adoptions, testimonies of witnesses, to the Methodist Holston 

Home records, etc.   All of which paint this ugly picture. 

See you in the Library 

UMW PROJECT  

 

Henderson Settlement is a United Methodist Church 

missions project located in Frakes, KY.  Our UMW has 

chosen to support the ministries of Henderson Settle-

ment for one of our mission projects and we are asking 

for the assistance of all the people in our church.  We 

realize that we have a great need here in our own com-

munity, and we know that many of you dedicate time, 

money and material goods to the Good Shepherd Center.  

Our UMW also wants to support the Henderson Settle-

ment project.  On February 3rd a group from our UMW 

will attend a New Vision meeting at 1st UMC, Sevier-

ville.  Between now and then we want to collect needed 

items for Henderson Settlement.  The items will be pre-

sented at the New Vision meeting.  Items needed are 

diapers size 2-6, baby wash, baby food, baby wipes, 

Good Start formula, baby shampoo, infant Tylenol, in-

fant cough syrup, and sippy cups.  You can still drop off 

items at the office until noon Friday. 

 

Thanks in advance for your donations to this worthy 

cause.  If you would like to find out more about Hender-

son Settlement, go to hendersonsettlement.com and 

read the history and mission of this wonderful place. 

 

Barbara Penland, UMW President 

 

A New Sermon Series for Lent 
 

Have you ever wondered about the events of Holy Week? This 

year, we will do a sermon series called The Last Week where we 

will look at each day of Holy Week as we progress toward 

Easter Sunday. Tell your friends about it and invite them to join 

us as we look at a different day each Sunday beginning on Feb-

ruary 26. 
 

Peace, 

Braxton ><> 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2178801_use-box-tops-education.html?ref=fuel&utm_source=yahoo&utm_medium=ssp&utm_campaign=yssp_art##
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Sueôs News 

 

ñNot all of us can do great things.  But  we can 

do small things in a great way.ò   Mother Teresa 
 

Think about this quote.  Mother Teresa says a lot in a few 

words, doesnôt she?  I think most of us can relate to what 

she says. Many times we think that if we canôt do it all or 

do something big, we might as well just not do anything. 

We feel that we donôt really have anything to contribute to 

the cause.  We think that if we canôt sing a solo, we canôt 

be in the choir. We think that if we have to do lot of 

studying and research to teach a Sunday school class, we 

should just sit back and listen.  We think that because our 

kids are grown and it has been a long time since we used 

our parenting skills, we canôt help in the nursery.  We all 

have something to contributeðgreat or small.  I want to 

make you aware of something that many of you did and 

probably did not think it was a big thing.  But to one man, 

it was a really big thing. 
 

Before Christmas many of you signed Christmas cards to 

be given to our shut-ins and to residents of local nursing 

homes. While you were signing cards, you probably did-

nôt think it was a big deal. Grant and I had the privilege of 

delivering cards. (I hope that many of you will get this 

privilege this coming Christmas season.)  We knew one of 

the gentlemen at Assisted LivingðRay Frank.  We found 

out that his sister had just died that morning.  We went to 

his room, gave him his card and visited with him for a 

while.  You would have thought that we had given him a 

million dollars.  He was almost blind and could not really 

see the card.  It was just special to him that our church had 

given him a card.  He passed away a couple of weeks ago, 

and I was told by one of the members of his church that 

during Rayôs funeral Richard Rudesill mentioned our card 

and what it had meant to Ray.  Many of the other residents 

clutched their cards and looked and looked at them. By 

signing these cards you did a small thing in a great way.  

Thank you for bringing sunshine into the lives of these 

special people. 
 

I am going to close with a quote by Henry Drummond 

which I think says it all. 
 

ñYou will find, as you look back upon your life, 

that the moments when you really lived are the 

moments when you have done things in the 

spirit of love.ò 
 

 

Sue 

UMW News 
 
Circle II  met on January 9th at 7 PM in the fellowship hall 

with Joan Holland as hostess and Phyllis Harrell as program 

chairperson. 

Phyllis called the meeting to order with the Purpose of the 

UMW.  She requested prayer for Valerie Ward, missionary, 

and those in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Joan Holland gave a reading from ñFront Porch Devotions.ò 

The minutes were read and approved and the treasurerôs re-

port was filed for audit. 

Phyllis gave the program on ñGoal Setting,ò discussing faith 

working thru love and Galatians 5:16. 

The next meeting will be February 13th at 7 PM with Mary 

M. Mason as hostess and Joan Holland as program chairper-

son. 
 

Submitted by:  Mary M. Mason, Secretary 

 

 

The H.O.P.E. Circle met on January 10th at 

the church. Freda Naylor presided due to the 

absence of Jo West. Joyce Turner read from the prayer cal-

endar and opened the meeting with prayer. Judy Christopher 

gave the treasurer's report. She reported that our total giving 

for all missions was $1,069.50 for 2011. 

Judy told the group of a request from CASA to contribute 

money to their organization. It was agreed to table this dis-

cussion until we have further information. There was also 

discussion of providing money for the expenses of our 

church library, but no decision was made regarding this mat-

ter. 

Judy gave the members information regarding the New Vi-

sion meeting at 1st UMC in Sevierville on February 4. The 

meeting will begin at 1:00 PM followed by a tea. 

Sue Hamilton told the group that Hospice Volunteers are 

needed. There will be Hospice training at our church in 

April. 

The program was presented by Freda Naylor. The scripture 

reading was from Acts 2:39-3:2. She shared an article from 

Response magazine which was written by a woman who is a 

Cherokee Indian pastor. The theme of her article was about 

helping others and being committed to the common good. 

The writer discussed the first generation of Christians in Je-

rusalem and their unity. The writer also stated that what we 

do today can have an impact on seven generations in the fu-

ture.  

Barbara Baiz will provide the program for our February 

meeting, and Carol McKenzie will share information from 

the prayer calendar. 

There was no further business, and the meeting was ad-

journed. 
 

Minutes submitted by Carol McKenzie 



Donations were made to the Building Fund in memory of: 

Dan Hicks by: 

 Tom & Mary Hendershot 

 Holly Baker & Family 

A Donation was made to the Building Fund/Playground in 

honor of Roger & Laurie McNeece by: 

 Emma Tate 

A Donation was made to the Memorial Fund/Library by: 

 Larry & Linda Nixon/Nixonôs Construction 

Donations were made to the Building Fund/Landscaping 

by: 

 Marilyn DePew 

 Jenny & Tyson Whitehead 

 Emma Tate 

 Freida Naylor 

 Barbara Penland 

 UMWð$3,000.00 

 Larry & Linda Nixon/Nixonôs Construction 

 and an anonymous donation 

A Donation was made to the Memorial Fund in memory of 

Dan Hicks by: 

 members of his Sunday School class 

MEMORIALS and HONORARIUMS 

3rd Sunday Night Gatherings  
 (on the 4th Sunday this month)  
 

Sunday, February 26th at 6 PM. 
 

Why don't you make plans to join with the group that already 

makes 3rd Sunday nights a part of their month for a time of 

worship in song, prayer, and discussion?  
 

Peace, 
Braxton ><> 

The Flame                                                                                                      Page  5 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mark your calendar!! 
 

Hospice Volunteers Sunday, February 5th, 

1-5 PM  See the article on this page for 

more information. 
 

CYYA Team Sunday, February 5th, 6 PM 
 

Menôs Bible Study Tuesday nights at 6:30 

PM.  February 7, 13, 21 and 29 at John 

Johnsonôs home. 
 

Family Night Supper Wednesday, February 8th, 6 PM  

Covenant Sunday School class will host. 
 

Kiwanis Chili Supper Thursday, February 9th, 5 to 7 PM  

Come out and support their efforts to help the children of 

our community. 
 

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast Friday, February 10th, 6 

to 8:30 AM.  All proceeds will go towards their sight pro-

jects. 
 

Super Saturday February 11th, 9 AM to 1 PM  Children 

ages 3 to 11 are invited for a time of fun, games and 

lunch. 
 

UMM Breakfast  Sunday, February 12, 8 AM at the Ka-

hite Clubhouse.  All men in the church are invited to at-

tend and bring your sweetheart.  Please call Bruce at 884-

3965 or Clifford at 442-2785 if you want to attend. 
 

Administrative  Council Sunday, February 12th, 7 PM 
 

UMW Circle II Monday, February 13th, 7 PM 

UMW H.O.P.E. Circle Tuesday, February 14th,10:30 AM 

All women of the church are invited to join with either 

one of these groups for a time of fellowship and to assist 

in their projects. 
 

Third Sunday Gathering Sunday, February 26th, 6 PMð

Please note the change in dateð4th Sunday this month. 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Tuesday, February 

21st, 5 PM  Donations will be accepted to assist the 

UMYF in their mission projects. 
 

Ash Wednesday Services Wednesday, February 22nd, 

noon and 6 PM   
 

 Good Shepherd Center Dinner & Auction Saturday, 

February 25th, 5:30 PM  Tickets are available in the of-

fice. 
 

Lenten Lunches start Wednesday, noon, February 29th at 

Buckner Memorial UMC.  The rest of the schedule will be 

in the March newsletter. 

HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS 
 

Amedisys Hospice is looking for hospice volunteers. 

Training will be on Sunday Feb 5th from 1-5 at New 

Providence Baptist Church in Tellico Plains. Lunch will 

be provided. If you would like more information call 

Martha Hammond--Volunteer Coordinator. She can be 

reached at 423 435 2226 (cell) or 423 351-0233 (office). 

Her email address is martha.hammond@amedisys.com 

UMM Valentine Sweetheart Breakfast 
 

Sunday, February 12th, 8 AM at the 

Kahite Clubhouse.  $10 per person 

(includes tax and tip)  Call Bruce at 

884-3965 or Clifford at 442-2785 if 

you plan to attend. 

mailto:martha.hammond@amedisys.com


2012 Hands-On Mission Project- Liberia  

Holston Annual Conference 
 

Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration dates. Be 

sure and check the dates and make sure they do not expire 

until 2013 in order to cover transport time and having a 

useful shelf life for the people in Liberia. 
 

This year the Maryville District has been asked to put together 

250 Food Buckets for the 2012 Holston Annual Conference 

Hands-On Mission Project. 

Note: A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is to accom-

pany each bucket.  Do not put money in the kit! 
 

1 - 5lb. Bag sugar  9 oz box powdered milk (9oz. or less) 

1 - 2lb. Bag rice   1 box oatmeal (small - 18 oz.) 

1 - 2lb. Bag dried beans      

1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 

2 cans (total) meat: ham, spam, or tuna 
 

Pack all items in a NEW 5-gallon bucket with lid. 

Please have your completed bucket to the church office by 

Monday, June 4th. 
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Good Shepherd Center Dinner & Auction 
 

Saturday, February 25th,  5:30 PM 

at Sequoyah High School  

Guest speakerðSam Venable. 

Tickets ($40 each) 

are available in the church office 

442-2471. 

      Feed a family tickets are also available. 

Coffee Bar / Refreshments 
 

For the month of February Emma Tate and Mary Margaret 

Mason have volunteered to host.   Our thanks  to the Mike 

& Gabi Tallent for hosting the coffee bar for the month of 

January. 
Madisonville Lions Club  

Pancake Breakfast 
 

First United Methodist 
Church, Madisonville  

Friday, February 10th  6 to 8:30 AM 
Cost: $5 for adults, $3 for children under 12  

 
All proceeds will go towards eye exams and  
glasses for needy in the Madisonville area  

as well as other sight projects. 
 

Call 442-3797, 253-5559 or 253-4162 
for information and tickets.  

Tickets will be available at the door.  

Madisonville Kiwanis Club  
Chili Supper/Contest  

 
First United Methodist Church  

Madisonville  
Thursday, February 9th  5 to 7 PM 

Cost:  $6 for adults, $3 for children under 10 
 

The Madisonville Kiwanis Club will have a chili supper/

contest. You can eat all the chili you want and sample chili 

from some of the best chili cooks in Monroe County.  Stu-

dents from Madisonville Intermediate School can eat free.  

Proceeds from the event will be used in projects to benefit 

children and youth of Monroe County. Half of the proceeds 

from this fundraiser will go toward the expenses of the 

TERRIFIC KIDS program the club is sponsoring at Madi-

sonville Intermediate School. TERRIFIC KIDS is a student 

recognition program that promotes character development, 

self-esteem and perseverance.   Please support this worth-

while cause.  You can pay at the door or get advance tick-

ets from Sue, Braxton, Peter Alliman, Jill Alliman, Mike 

Lowry, or John Houvenagle who are all Kiwanis members 

from our church. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

And fourth, decide each day to actively pursue lov-
ing them.  How?  Why not try volunteering to serve 
your neighbors?  Nothing demonstrates the love of 
God as powerfully as serving another person with-
out seeking to change her or him.  (No one will be 
able to change him or her except God, so we might 
as well give up the idea that we will be able to 
change them.) 
 

To help us with this approach, we are looking to be-
gin a period challenge of serving others, so keep 
your eyes and ears open for coming announcements. 
 

This may give away part of the ending to the movie, 
but the character played by Bill Murray was only 
able to break the cycle when he was finally able to 
become selfless in serving others.  Hmm.  Reminds 
one of what Jesus did, doesnõt it? 
 

See you Sunday if not before. 
 

Braxton ><>  
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GOOD SHEPHERD  
CENTER  NEWS 

 

Volunteer your time and help someone 

in need.  They can always use help at 

the Center.  Call Tina at 420-8888 and 

schedule a time to help. 
 

*The current food needs are mac & cheese, pasta, pea-

nut butter and tomato products.* 
 

Laundry Care Items such as  detergent, fabric softener, 

bleach, stain remover are also needed.   
 

*Health Care Items shampoo, soaps, lotion, toothpaste, 

deodorant.  Travel sizes from hotels work great!* 
 

Clothing You may drop off your donated clothing 

Monday thru Thursday, 9AM ï12:00 PM and receive a 

receipt.  If you do not need a receipt, you may leave 

bagged clothing in the metal bins outside the door at 

any time. 
 

Your donations may be taken to the Good Shepherd 

Center or you may bring them to church on Sunday or 

to the church office during the week.  We will see that 

they are delivered.  They are open Monday thru Thurs-

day, 9 AM till noon. 

If your birthday or anniversary is not on 

this list, please let the office know so our re-

cords can be updated and you will be on the 

list next year.  News of our Men in the Military 

 

Nathan Greenwood at Kings Bay, GA  

E-mail: nathan.a.greenwood@gmail.com.  

Mail to: Ltjg Nathan Greenwood 

 196 New Hammock Dr 

 St. Marys, GA 31558 
 

Corey Taylor in Afghanistan  

Mail to: SGT Corey Taylor 

   HHC/2-8 IN/TF Talon 

   PSYOP 

   FOB Frontenac 

   APO, AE 09380 
 

David Hargett Fort Story, VA 

 

Please remember our men in the military by sending them 

your personal cards and notes.   We are collecting things to 

send Corey.  Chap stick, jerky, gum, hard candy, unscented 

hand wipes, small books, & magazines and puzzle books 

are just a few of the things we can pack up and send. 

Check out the newest way to give to 

First United Methodist Church 
 

Go to our website www.firstumcmadisonville.org 

click on A New Way to Give 
 

Call the office for more informationð423-442-2471 

1 Suzanne Benton Collier 

3 Emily Pennington 

7 Mary Fowler 

 Floyd Reedy 

8 Regan Jung 

10 Hunter Cavett 

 Elida Houvenagle 

16 Beth Lewis 

 Barney Scott 

 Brennon Venable 

18 Cooper Strickland 

 Cole Strickland 

19 Ida Wee Lovingood 

22 Reba Hall 

24 Rick Saunders 

25 Emma Tate 

27 Heather Houvenagle 

14 Kevin & Lauryi Knowles 

 Scott & Veronica Venable 

17 Rick & Carol Rapking 

Love Gift for Bishop Swanson  
The Holston Conference Committee of Episcopacy will be  
collecting donations towards an appreciation gift for 
Bishop Swanson as he completes his tenure in Holston 
Conference.   Funds received for this GIFT OF LOVE will 
be divided between two funds;  
1) A new fund in memory of his mother and will be 

used to support issues and concerns surrounding do-
mestic violence. 

2) Half of the monies will be used to supplement the al-
ready existing fund in honor of his father which goes 
to support continuing education for clergy.  

Please help us show him how dear he is to our hearts by 
generously and gratefully giving to the GIFT OF LOVE.  
 
Mark your check ôLove Giftõ on the memo line.  We will 
send one check from the church. 


